Austin Freeway.
£1130 tax-paid.
Task: Crack our six-
cylinder market for B.M.C.

NAME:
Price:

Long-awaited B.M.C.
“‘six” offers real
challenge to Holden
and Faleon, reports
tester Bill Daly

IVE years of rumors and con-
jectures ended on May 21. when
BM.C. Australia released their
long-awaited “Australian Six.”

Called the Austin Freeway, it is
BM.C's first venture into the low-
priced six-cylinder, six-seater, locally-
produced family saloon field — the
most lucrative section of the Aus-
tralian car market.

How will it go against our peren-
nial sales champion, the Holden, and
the current runner-up, the Ford Fal-
con?

I's too early to gauge public re-

NEW “six” gets 80 sturdy horses
from 2433c.c. Like the car itself.
it's tagged “for Australia only.”

action but B.M.C. dealers are ex-
tremely enthusiastic about the new
car: most of them placed large orders
after attending a private preview last
February and report that initial

stocks are moving fast.

Certainly, both on paper and by
the stopwatch, the Freeway’s chances
look good. As forecast over the past
few months, it has:
® A handsome if somewhat angular

body, derived from the latest long-
wheelbase version of the BM.C.
“Farina line” range and improved
by cutting back the jutting tailfins
and introducing a full-width stainless-
steel grille;

® A completely new  six-cylinder,
24-litre 80 b.h.p. engine, developed
specially for Australia and used no-
where else;

® A three-speed gearbox operated
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CLEANLY styled dash has padding on top and along parcels

MAIN SPECIFICATIONS

ellptcs at rear; hydroulic lever-type. "

oll round.

: s . STEERING: Can-c:‘i-pq, 2.8 turns
g . i e e
 burttor; SU. electric fuel pump; 12v.  WHEELS: Pressed-steel discs, with
TRANSMISSION:  Single dryplate 530, 1éi. tres
TRANSWSSION:  Sirwle. drr-sicte . CONSTRUCTION: Usiter.

DIME Wheelbase, 8it. 4lin.;
trock, front dft, Ziil.,mrlﬂ‘)%:
lﬂ'ﬁ l#l.i!ﬂh., width 5ft. 3

331«;,95-"!33".,5.;.1009_ Hmm ground clearance
S meson: et ndoasiet, by KSR WEIGHT: 2w, 11,
coil springs and wishbones; semi- murmx.—rom

PERFORMANCE ON TEST
* CONDITIONS: Fine, cool; no wind; in brackets): 20-30, 4.1, (29), 3040

 smooth two 4.0s. (2.4); 40-50, 5.0s. (4.4); 50-60,
Hnnn, occupants, pre- 60-#’08.2;.
mrmu:-u

STANDING quarter-mile: 21 ds.

-

é

Milﬂzu: ﬁam gears: Ist, 30 FUEL CONSUMPTION: ﬂam
-~ mph.; il on performance test; 29 mp.g.
i ’mu : for mormal highwoy .

SPEEDO: 3.5 mph. dem

s.zga.n fost ot 60; 8 mp.h. fast

shelf;

ING: : stop from 30
m. 28ft. Gin. to stop

e e e —

controls, instruments are well-placed.

m— e
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ROOM for six inside. o
open wide. Boot holds 19
luggage. has spare housed in tray below,

by a steering-column lever — with
the excellent. Borg Warner 35 auto-
matic transmission promised as an op-
tion by August;

® A variable-ratio steering box,
which allows the wheel to be turned
without undue effort, despite an in-
credibly direct 2.8 turns lock-to-lock:
® Heater-demister, screen-washers,
twin horns, padded dash, cigareue
lighter, and a host of other luxury
features, all fitted as standard;

@ A price tag of £1130 1ax-paid
midway between the Holden Special
and Ford Falcon de Luxe, which it
leaves for dead in the mauer of
equipment (a similarly-equipped Hol-
den would cost £1182, a Falcon
£1204).

Despite its close family resemblance
1o the four-cylinder Austin A60 and
Morris Oxford (hoth of which now
go out of production in Australia),
the Freeway is a good deal roomier
and can fairly claim to be a six-seater.
Wheelbase is lin. longer, front track
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. .. MAKE WAY
F OR FREEWAY

BODY shows strong resemblance to
previous B.M.C. “fours” but is
longer, wider, sleeker; cut-back
tuilfins give much neater profile.

LEFT: Station-wagon version of
Freeway can sleep two six-footers
on long floor with rear seat doswn.

BELOW : Driving position is com-
fortable, handbrake reached easily
by right hand. Heater, washers.
many other “extras” are standard.

%in. wider, rear track 1}in. wider,
and the whole bodywork has been
correspondingly enlarged.

It also has smaller wheels, shod
with bigger-section tyres (3.90 by
14in.) ; this, too, makes for a roomier
interior, by reducing the size of the
wheel arches.

At present the Freeway is not quite
as “Australian” as its smaller com-
panion, the Morris Major Elite, hav-
ing a local content of 80 percent as
against 96 — but the proportion will
increase as production develops.

Beefy New Engine

Suspension is of the conventional
B.M.C. pattern, so let's go straight on
to the car’s most interesting single
feature — the new “Blue Flash” six-
cylinder engine.

Developed as a joint effort by
B.M.C. Australia and the Austin plant
at Longbridge, England, it is basically

(Continued on page 80)
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the Freeway rode like a luxury
_vehicle, retaining a high degree of
g “comfort w 10 ml“m‘
i -~ stable n.t high speed.
../This latter. test s a_eriical one,
in  which mmny wvehicles show ~up

poorly at speed. bt
The more than matches
Australia’s . in , hill-
climbing ability and is kably
BHP. flexible in top gear, p«:%( with-
; out E.m or snatch from v as 10
m.p. i

hl!mkhig dislaglce is melh!edlbly
short. repeatedly stopped the car

in less than 29 feet from 30 m.p.h.
ln neutral. Hnwcwr,m heavy
pedal pressure is requ stop
the car rolling backwards d.m a
steep hill,

Overall fuel consumption, with all
performance, acceleration and brak-
ing tests thrown in, worked out at
25 rn“ﬁ., and a normal-driving test

m.p&. On a long trip,
:hellmuld covcrﬂlealt.‘lﬂﬂmh
on one 10-gallon tankful.

The Freeway, theén, offers ample
_performance, combiiied with excellent
handling aﬁd{humcﬂ fuel con-
sumption. With all this, plus “Juxur-
ies”’ such as heater and screen-washers
thrown in as standard equipment,
it represents real valueqfom-mnney
£1130 tax-paid.

The only possible drawback, so
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