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BAM.CS BIG SIX IS BEAUT ...

Afier months of rumour and counter rumour B.M.C.'s
“big six'"' has arrived. Many were a little disappeinted
with its appearance — a very slight rehash of the cur-
rent four's but nobody could quarrel obout the power,
fittings or price. Use of o current body shape and engine
design (the B type with two more cylinders! should
mean that this new model will have few teething
troubles.

For yvears one of the old faithfuls of the motoring world
haz been this question: When will B.M.C, bring out & =ix-
cylinder rival to you-know-what?

At the end of the "fifties rumor an hot and strong that
the birth was Imminent.

Instéad BM.C. hopafully kept on producing the Farina
guads Austin, Morris, Wolseley and M.G. Magnetie.

Finding theim o home was none too easy — ask any sales-
man working under the Noffield Rosstte.

We like “Sixes™

Apstrillans had been conditioned to six-pot motoring and
few would settle fut any lena,

Good 85 It is the BM.C. B series enginez was no sub-
stiute for a six-banger in the minds of buyerz.

The message got through to the top hrass at Vietoria
Park in Sydney. And their ivory towers began to hum to
4 new tune. Six bests te the bar, of course,

You con see the results running about the stroets now
— the Austin Freeway and the Wolseley 24/80,

The Freeway is aimed at skimming off some of Holden-
Faleon cream. The Wolseley s for people who want
something a little better than the volume zellers, but
without n whopping price tag,

Challenge to Holden, Faleon

By mow every imaginable comparison among Fresway,
Holden and Faleon has beean made, Enough fo say that
their performances and foel gures come within a whisker
of each other,

In terms of roadholding the Freewny iz probably ahesd,
In finizh it comes third — slthough quality may pick up as
production speesds up.

I braking it's neck-and-neck with the Falson, but in
the rough it really shines.
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The B typ= B.M.C. engine hoi onother fwo cylinders ocdded 18 i1 1o
becoma the £S5 b.h.p. "Blus Strook” unil. As this design ls one where
the tusinn bays knaw oll the head modicotions off By heart [i1's the
pame o the M. G.] compefilian pelential goad.

Put that down to 1d-inch wheelz and Eoropenn ideas
nhout springing.

Luxury Wolseley version

All this — apart from fnish — applies to the Wolseley,

For £85 extrn H:M.C. dresses up the Freeway in fins
walnut-and-leather style, keeps the old 16/60 body shell
and, voila!, you have the new Wolseley.

Most of our test time was spent in the Wolseley., For
two reasons.  First, it wad let out for pre-relesse rinz
because the only give-away about its character wus the
24/80 chrome lettering on the: boot. The Freeway, it was
argued, would be spotted ton early.

Secondly . . . we're n bit snobbish at heart, and the
call of hide and wood-work was pretty strong. 1t helps to
impress the girls; too!

Engine note is hard

First twist of the key starter brought a surprise. The
engine note waz hard, almost & growl.

Az ome of the stafl put it; “Last time 1 heard anything
Iike that was u side-valve V8 soffering from muachine pon
tappets.”

This is probably unfair, but the engine — optimistically
named the Biue Streak —is ondoubtedly harsh. We're
told that the bearings are the bogey, Likely that B.M.C.
will awitch to different shells to overcome the problem.

Top gear pulls well

Terque fgure iz 123 fi/Th, at 1860 r.p.m. which, com-
bined with & rather low finol drve rtio, means good top
gear pulling and lezz fiddling with the column gearshift.

Gearbox = adupted from the B-series ecar, bui carries
ene cog less, Low is not synchronised, but downshifts are
quite painless;

Second gear, we feel, 15 on the low side. It winds oot
at 61 miles an hour. Pity.

Do-it-yourzelf doodlers will appreciate the room aronnd
plugs and diztributor., The dipstick, too, doesn’t need
»ubber arm to reach.

Now for @« look mside the living quurters.

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR SPORTS, June, 1962

AUSTIN FREEWAY

EMGIMNE: Six cylinders in-line o.h.v.
Bore and Stroke: 75 x 89 mm.
Capocity: 2433 c.c.
Comprassion Ratio: 7.7 1o 1.
Carburettor: Zenith downdraught.
TRANSMISSION: Three speed with synchromesh on
top two ratios and deg-clutch engagement on
first.
Cluich: Single dry plate.
SUSPENSION:
Front: Independent by eoil springs and wish-
baones.
Rear: Semi-elliptics.
BRAKES: Hydraulic.
Lining Area: 146.5 square inches.
STEERING: Cam and peg.
Tumns lock to lock: 2.8,
TYRES: 5.90 x 14, CHASSIS: Integral.
BODYWORK: 4 door, 5-6 seats.
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase: 100 ins.
Track: Front, 4 ft. 2.5 ins. Rear, 4 ft. 3 ins.
Length: 14 ft. 10 ins. Width: 5 ft. 3.5 ins,
Height: 4 f. 11.75 ins.
Ground Clearance: 6.25 ins.
Turning Circle: 37 ft. Curb Weight: 231 cwt.
PRICE; £1,130,
OTHER MODELS: Wolseley 24/80 — £1,225,
Station Sedan — £1,225.
M.P.H.
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For those whe want comford with carrying capocity there iz the
Freewaoy station wagon. Styling chenges from the ASGD are alight bul
n:m-ugh e maks thiz one of the pr:"ieﬂ wniti available.

Seatz are deep, well-padded and comfortable for four.
Any more who try to hog in are unweleome,

Front aeats are separate and have plenty of adjustment
for the six-foot brignde. They give good shoulder support,
toh.

Buck sest has a central armrest and two others on each
door,

Woodwork iz spread along the dash and window sills
and crash padding covers the fazcia top and leading edge
of the parcels shelf.

“Idiot lights” are gone

Angle of the big, dished steering wheel i2 good, pedals
nre nicely placed for a spot of heel and toe and instro-
ments are grouped ahead of the driver.

Mo idiot lights for the Wolseley buyer — just simple
easy-to-read gauges Tor fuel, oil pressure and engine
temperature. A clock and trip meter complete the set-up.

Now for a black mark. Toggle switches for lights,
wipers and zo on are not marked., Confusing.

Heater is slandard
And another . . . window winders on the front doors are
too fur away, If the driver Is wearing a sash-type salety
balt, he can't reach them.

WAGGOTT ENGINEERING
PTY. LTD.

Mayvic Street, Greenacre N.S.W.
For—

Comshofl Grinding
Y& Twin Corburelior Manilalds

Racing Pistons
® High Compreiiion Aluminieom Hesods

BUSIMESS PHOME: 642-2285 AFTER HOURS: UL 4497

FPoge 14

Styling inside i neel and wncluttered. The only point where things
fall down is the low poiilion of the window winderi. A complate el
al instrumants lats the driver know whot's going on,

A heater-demister is standard, complete with booster
fan to please the most thin-blooded of us.

Boot space iz big and sguare. The spare has itz own
wind-down pompartment. But the tools — few, but wel-
come — are just wrapped up in a paper bag and left to
lash about the boot, Tut tut

Handling is good
The Walseley's handling, even in the wet, is good. There
is a fair bit of body lean, but none of the frighten-'em-to-
death stuff.
Steering iz aceurnte, but heavy at low speed — although
thiz may have been a fanlt of this particular test car.

Brakes are effeclive

Brakes take o lot of punishment withoot fading. How-
aver, they need a hefty boot to get the required result

Cruising speed iz in the 685-T0 mile an hour bracket,
which, unfortunately, colncides with o decided rize in engine
TOUT.

Off the bitumen performanes iz particularly good for o
ear with cart-sprung rvear ends. An enthusinstic dob on
the throttle makes the live axle I:‘i---;'l a bit, and there is
zome steering wheel shaloe.

But, generally, the Wolseley will make its competitors
bite its dust.

CAM GRINDING

Half, three-quartes, full race, or te swil your ewn liming.

HOLDEM RACING EQUIPMENT
High Comp. Pistons, Tube Push Hods. Siee]l Main Dearing
Caps, Bronpe Rocker Posts, Stesl or Bronas Timing Gears,
Wide Range of Cam Regrinds, Cylinder Head Porting. Twin
Carburettor Manifolds, Holden Twin Exhaust Manifolds.
FINMED AND POLISHED ALUMIMNIUM TAPPET COVERS

For MG (all models), Austin, Zephyr, Ford o.h.v., Veanguard,
Haolden,

EDDIE THOMAS SPEED SHOP

941 DANDENONG ROAD, EAST MALVERN
Cnr. Dandenong and Burke Rds. Phone 211-1522
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